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? bca_bc _drcp rfcw dmpkcb* Jgligl N_pi gq asppclrjw mlc md rfc umpjb¬q `geecqr pmai _arq*

with a slew of sold out stadium shows and multi-platinum albums under their belt. Much of 

rfc `_lb¬q qsaacqqis due to Rob McDermott, President of the Collective Music Group, 

ufm gq _jqm rfc epmsn¬q k_l_ecp, Slbcp fgq rsrcj_ec* rfc epmsn gq _ju_wq rfgligle md lcu

ways to connect with their audience and stay in touch with their considerable fan base. 

Ahead of his panel at Music Matters, Scott Murphy talked to him about his thoughts on the 

pcegml _lb uf_r¬q lcvr dmp rfc epmsn¢ 

  

 A band related question first. There are continued rumors that Linkin Park will be playing in 

K_a_s rfgq d_jj, Uf_r¬q rfc qr_rsq md rf_r= 

 

McDermott: Uc¬pc jmmigle _r msp mnrgmlq ugrf rf_r, Uc¬pc jmmigle _r gr pgefr lmu _lb uc¬jj

know how it will come together in the next few weeks. I love the region. The group actually 

enjoys being over there, loved playing Shanghai and they always love Hong Kong. 

 

 

Wms¬tc bcagbcb rm `c _ n_lcjgqr _r Ksqga K_rrcpq rfgq wc_p, Gq rfgq wmsp dgpqr wc_p mp

have you attended before? 
 

McDermott: This will be my second year attending. I was on a panel the first year and 

bgbl¬r ecr _ af_lac rm em j_qr wc_p, 

 

What were your impressions? 

 

McDermott: I loved it. It really kind of helped me fall in love with the region. It was a quick 

trip and when I came down to Hong Kong, I was fascinated by how much forward thinking 

there was compared to the States, which has now caught up somewhat. 

 

Talk about your panel this year. 

 

McDermott: The panel I am on this year is talking about China and how to break in there 

and the history of Linkin Park and how the Chinese fans really embraced the band from the 

ecr em, G¬jj _jqm `c bgqasqqing everything we would like to do or attempt to do and hope to 

learn more as well. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Are there any specific issues you will address? 

 

McDermott: I just want to talk about it all. The beauty of going to a whole other world is 

learning from people. As much as I want to talk about my experiences, I also want to hear  

ctcpwmlc¬q jma_j cvncpgclacq _lb uf_r G a_l bm pgefr _lb uf_r G a_l bm upmle, Rfc ksqga

industry part of it is rather small when you think about it. 

 

Behind the scenes during your tours, did you notice if some parts of the region were 

gaining in experience or ahead of other parts of the world? 

 

McDermott: I only did a couple of those. When it comes to music, I just remember certain 

parts of certain regions. Some people had the equipment. Last year I noticed how together 

ctcpwmlc gq, Rfcpc¬q mpe_lgx_rgml _lb pcqncar _lb _ pc_j jmtc dmp rfc `_lb, Qm dpmk msp

ncpqncargtc* gr¬q sldmprsl_rc ufcl uc f_tc rm a_lacj b_rcq, J_qr wc_p uc f_b rm a_lacj _

lot of European dates and when a favorite band cancels it stinks.  

 

 

Fmu umsjb wms amkn_pc uf_r¬q f_nnclgle gl rfc C_qr tcpqsq rfc Ucqr= 

 

McDermott: I think the beautiful thing about music is it turns everyone into one community. 

?q d_p _q msp mpe_lgx_rgml gq amlacplcb* gr¬q _ju_wq `ccl ucjj psl, G f_tc rfc epc_rest crew 

in the world. They keep everything running afloat. The U.S. is pretty consistent. Eight years 

ago, some places had to catch up and they did. And the U.S. is catching up with different 

ways of doing of business around the world, like the 360 degree model, which is prevalent 

in Asia. 

 

Jcr¬q r_ji _`msr wmsp `_aiepmslb, Fmu bgb wms ecr qr_prcb gl _jj md rfgq= 

 

McDermott: I started with Linkin Park in 2000 when they signed to Warner Brothers in 

1999 and they went looking for a manager. Before that, I had worked with Static-X. I liked 

working with them. I started working with Warner Brothers in 1997. I took Static-X to 

platinum in the U.S. Before that, I had managed various hard rock and metal bands and 

worked with White Zombie and Pantera. I worked with a mentor turned Andy Gould. I really 

started in the management industry in 1991. It just kind of happened, G¬k _l C_qr Am_qr

Long Island based rock kid. I fell into it. I worked with all different types of artists, including 

dance acts. I briefly managed Junkie XL in 1997. As a manager, you like to try your hand at 

everything. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


